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| Remember . ..

Tussock Hopping, Squirrels, Ducks,_ a Millionaire

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer LaFlenr pause
with some of the squirrels they shot
during a hunt on the Eastern Shore
decades ago. Mrs. LaFleur hunted like
her husband—uwith a double-barrel.

By ELMER LAFLEUR

NOT many days past, my wife and I
spent some time with our old friends
Armand and Beaulah LaPauze in Trappe,
in Talbot county on the Eastern Shore.
One of the nicest things about our stay
was the wandering tours we made around
Fishing Bay, the Nanticoke River, the
stretches of Hurley's Marsh, which Les
between Vienna and Elliott Island.

The familiar sights brought back to
life some old and very fine memories.
We used to hunt all through that area,
shooting in the dry marsh for squirrels,
going after ducks in the wet marsh ponds,
in a technique we called tussock hopping.

Frequently I took my wife, Marie, She
enjoys the outdoors as much as I do. She
is the Lady of Fashion in the picture
above. That's me with her.

Those heavy costumes we wore were
quite practical. They felt good in the
evening, when the cold wind came in
off the water and hit you like the edge
of a knife. We were even glad to have
them through the heat of the day, when
the mosquitoes attacked. I've never seen
such mosquitoes. Some looked big as
eagles coming at you. And some were
5o small and persistent they could crawl
through the eyelets in your boots and
bite you through two pairs of heavy
woolen socks. One item of equipment

not shown here is the netting we often
had to wear over our heads for protec-
tion.

We took the ladies whenever we
could, for squirrel shooting in the dry
marshes. We left them home when we
went for ducks, because that took us
through some pretty rough country.

There was a crowd of us who went
often together. Curtis Palmer, my part-
ner in a tire and speedometer repair
shop we ran. Dr. Bob Bay, Erasmis H.
Kloman, both good friends. Jack Bentley,
of the old International League Orioles,
who played in alternate games as pitcher
and first baseman, and was pretty good
in either spot. He must have been. The
New York Giants bought him.

In good weather we drove to the
Eastern Shore. In bad weather we rode
the passenger boats. And Atley Lankford,
whom we hunted with, would pick us up
at the dock. Atley is still a top-notch
guide, even though he has slowed up a
little since his 81st birthday.

Atley trapped muskrat in Hurley's
Marsh, and most frequently we lived in
his trapping camp shack out in the
marshes, Nothing fancy, but we slept
warmly there, and we turned out some
pretty good meals on the little wood-
burning stove,

Some shooting we did from duck
blinds, but wusually we went tussock
hopping.. Atley would know which of
the many marsh ponds the ducks were
favoring at the time. Early in the morn-
ing, we'd make our way through the

marsh, which was usually soft and
soupy, hopping from one tussock to an-
other. Often these hummocks were
tufts of marsh grass no bigger than a
dinner plate. Quietly, we moved up to
this pond and that, hid in the brush, and
waited for the ducks to come in.

In those days of the early 1920's, it
wasn’t unusual to see a square-acre of
ducks come winging in at one time,
There were pintails, redheads, canvas
backs, mallards, blacks and a few geese.
Bag limit was 25 ducks, and quite often
we were able to shoot our limit.

At the opening of one season, a mil-
lionaire presented us with one of the
finest days of shooting we ever had,
although he didn’t know it at the time.

EVERYBODY baited good duck spots
in those days. Our crowd chipped in and
bought as much corn as we could afford
to throw out a few days before the sea-
son opened. The two millionaires, who
owned big expanses of marsh on both
sides of Atley’s grounds, brought in
shelled corn by the barrel, and really
loaded their areas with it. Both men
were bringing in guests for opening day.

One millionaire drove out to his
grounds the day before to make sure
everything was ready. To his horror, he
noticed that the trails to many of the
duck ponds had to be negotiated in sev-
eral places in mud that was knee deep.

He copldn’t have his guests wading
through the muck like that, He had his
groundskeeper make a quick trip to a

sawmill for a load of planks. Within a
few hours, workmen had spanned all the
deep mud spots along the trails with 2-
inch wooden planking. Now the guests
conld walk all the way to any duck pond
on a dry trail.

We knew how heavily the millionaire
up-wind had baited his ponds. We didn't
think many ducks would pass up all his
heavily baited spots and move on down
to where we were. But then, when the
sun came up, that’s exactly what they
did. The ducks would wing it up-wind
from us, then veer away, avoiding the
millionaire’s acres like poison. Where
did the ducks land? All around where
we hid. If we hadn’t observed the bag
limit, 'm sure we could have shot a
hundred apiece.

We didn’t learn until later in the day
that the ducks were being frightened
away from the millionaire’s marshes by
all that freshly sawed, shining white
wooden planking he’d layed out. Work-
men went out later and covered the
planks with mud to camouflage them.
Even so, it was two or three days before
the ducks got over their fright and began
feeding there again. .

I'm a little stiffer in the joints than
I used to be. T don’t know how far I
could get into a marsh by tussock hop-
ping. But when I think of the sun com-
ing up over the marsh ponds, hearing
the voices of a thousand hungry ducks
in that quiet, orange colored part of the
new day, I'd like to have another go at
it. O
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Rehabilitation Center

Continued from Page 15

hearing defects can be alleviated, The
hospital’s division of biomedical engi-
neering can develop job aids, and is, in
fact, working on a gadget to help the
paralyzed ticket-taker hold the tickets
so he can tear them and return the stubs
to the patrons.

Dr. Cohen, looking at the department
from the point of view of the hospital,
emphasizes the advantages of rehabili-
tation to general patient care, Cetting
to stroke, cardiac and surgical patients
early in their treatment with physical
and occupational therapy prevents some
of the problems secondary to the pri-
mary ailment, problems like immovable
joints, psychological depression and mus-
cle weakness and waste.

In addition, the department is affilia-
ted with several teaching institutions, It
provides clinical training for medical
students at the University of Maryland
and at the Johns Hopkins School of Hy-
giene and Public Health, and in cooper-
ation with Montebello State Hospital it
provides residency training in physiatry
for doctors at the University of Maryland
School of Medicine. Students from col-
leges in Boston, Ithaca, Philadelphia and
Baltimore receive clinical training in phy-
sical therapy at the Schoeneman center.
From the University of Puget Sound,
Virginia Commonwealth University and
Community College of Baltimore they
come for training in occupational ther
apy. Students of speech and hearing at
Loyola and Towson State study at Sinaj
too, The department also trains nurses
specializing in rehabilitation nursing.

The department also holds group ex-
ercise sessions for patients suffering from
the results of stroke and heart and Par-
kinson's disease and group sessions for
their spouses too, to help them under-
stand the problems and the treatment.
In associntion with Sinai's Department
of Community Medicine it offers home
care to patients in the immediate area
of the hospital. Its social workers try to
alleviate some of the disruptions in the
family due to the disability and look
for social and monetary resources for
the patient.

Why then is the department some-
times referred to as “the fake and bake
shop” by physicians who do not refer
their patients to it?

“Ignorance of what can be done for
the disabled patient” is Dr. Cohen’s an-
swer. “Physiatry is a relatively young
specialty,” he says, “and this is a young
institution.” Some doctors equate the
center's work with the kind of treatment
provided by self-taught practitioners and
charlatans in the past and confuse dia-
thermy, a heat treatment Dr. Cohen calls
“a preliminary to therapy,” with the ac-
tual therapy.

YET Dr. Cohen can point to solid
results: Mr. Smolkin's trainees, some of
them “individuals who came here be-
cause no one else knew what to do with

them,” working at decent jobs. Miss Hal-
perin's patients, learning to take care of
themselves, maintaining their self-re-
spect. Mr. Woolf, walking slowly with a
cane and leg brace, but walking just the
same, and planning on retuming to work
in the near future. And a housewife, the
author of the following letter, who re-
cently got artificial legs at the Schoene-
man center and was trained in their
use:

“Dear Dr. Cohen,

“Let me begin by apologizing for
the lateness of this note, but I have
been on the ‘go’ since 1 got my new
legs and I've just sat down. . . . I
can’t begin to tell you how grateful I
am to everyone connected with your
department. Had it not been for you
and your staff 'm sure I wouldn’t be
doing the things T am. . . .

“Your department is absolutely fan-
tastic. You're all great. Your program
for re-education of tasks most people
take for granted, such as walking, is
a blessing,

“May God bless you and help you
continue your wonderful work. Again
I thank you for what you have done
for me.”

Ruth Goldsmith navigates set of parallel
bars with assistance from Martha Lumb.
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knit pantset,
pretty with lace
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The tailored
pantslook comes
to softer, feminine
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accents of
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rayon knit,
bonded to
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collared tunic
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